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Gama had treated the King of Cochin, and the profits
realized by the latter from trade with the Portuguese,
having reached Quilon, the Queen of that place, from
1502. whence the pepper sold in Cochin was principally ob-
tained, desiring to secure for her own people the pro-
fits which the Cochin merchants now enjoyed, sent a
message to da Gama requesting him to send two of his
largest ships to that port, which she promised to load for
him with pepper on the same terms and conditions as he
had already established at Cochin. She also undertook
to provide him with a similar quantity each year at the
same price as might from time to time prevail at that
place. Da Gama received the Queen's messenger with
much honour, and, after consulting with his captains on
the matter, fearing to run any risk in regard to the
recently-established friendship with the King of Cochin,
he sent a courteous reply, excusing himself from at once
accepting the invitation on the grounds that, owing to
recent engagements with the King of Cochin, he could
not enter upon this matter without His Majesty's concur-"
rence. He therefore requested her to send her message
direct to the King of Cochin, and should he raise no
objections, he, Vasco da Gama, would be glad to entertain
her proposals.

On receipt of this reply the Queen immediately sent a
message, as suggested, to the King of Cochin, with whom
she was on friendly terms. His Majesty, however, did not
receive the communication with any degree of pleasure, as
he foresaw that, should the Portuguese ships go to load
pepper at Quilon, his revenues and the trade of his port
would be great losers thereby. However, after having
consulted with the Portuguese factor on the subject, who
had already been cautioned to act warily in his replies,
the King, feeling that he could not well refuse the request
of the Qiieen, yet hoping from the replies he had received
from the factor that so long as the Portuguese could
obtain all the pepper they required from Cochin, they